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Building Commissioner Norman J. Casini and
Assistant Building Commissioner Ken LaBella



The Cuyahoga Heights Building Department became an official entity in 1920, when the mayor,

council and electors officially adopted the Village Charter, effective January 1, 1920. Although officially

founded in 1918, from 1918 to 1929, the State of Ohio Commerce Department controlled all permits for

construction in what is now known as the Village of Cuyahoga Heights. Shortly thereafter, the Ohio Basic

Building Code (OBBC) was adopted, and it was then that the village building department acquired jurisdiction

over issuing building applications, permits, and inspections. 

Since 1929, the building department has been fully vested in overseeing all areas of residential and

commercial construction projects. The first village permit was issued on August 31, 1929 by Building

Commissioner Les Reardon, to E.F Hauserman, a manufacturer of metal partitions located at 6800 Grant

Avenue. Permits were issued by the building commissioner through the engineer’s office until 1935, when

the village municipal hall was constructed. The building department occupied a small area on the first floor.

Individuals who have served as Building Commissioner

and Assistant Building Commissioner:

Les Reardon | 1929 to 1937

John Petsche | 1937 to 1950

Edward Chadeayne | 1950

Ralph Kelsey | 1950 to 1951

John Petsche | 1952 to 1969

Jack Aker | 1969 to 1972

Mike Benza | 1972

Significant, sizable projects that continue to have a vital, positive impact on the village include: the

Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer District (Southerly), Charter Steel Corporation, and Cuyahoga Heights School

District. In 2008, the mayor and council enacted by ordinance the George M. Suhy Grant Program. This grant

has greatly assisted our residential properties by providing funding for village homeowners in need of interior

or exterior repair and landscape renovation. Use of this grant has improved safety, raised aesthetic curb 

appeal, while strengthening and increasing property values throughout the village.

Today, the building department occupies larger quarters in the lower level of the village hall that

were once occupied by the police department and the jail cell.

The Cuyahoga Heights Building Department, fully computerized, continues the mission of review,

oversight and approval of applications, permits, renovations and inspection of all commercial and residential

by Building Commissioner Norman J. Casini and

Assistant Building Commissioner Ken LaBella 

411

Cuyahoga Heights 2018 Centennial

Building Department

Robert Falardeau | 1972 to 1988

Tony Bontempo | 1988 to 1990

Robert Falardeau | 1990 to 1995

Norman J. Casini | 1996 to Present

•

Assistant Building Commissioner

Ken LaBella | 2015 to Present



structures within the village boundaries—including architectural and engineering review, in adherence with

village ordinances and state codified building codes.  

This commitment of the building department continues the legacy and vision of village leaders who

came before us, maintaining their focus on structural integrity, safety and aesthetics for all those who live,

work and visit the Village of Cuyahoga Heights. 
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Willowbrook Drive was the last residential
street to be developed in the village
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Willow Parkway and Nicky Boulevard were the
last commercial streets developed in the village
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Nobili home construction in 1957
4600 East 49th Street

4703 East 71st Street construction in 1960



Cuyahoga Heights 2018 Centennial

416

Early Building Permit Ledger
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L. S. Farrar 1932 Residential
Building Permit Application
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Ferro Enamel Corporation 1932
Building Permit Application



Cuyahoga Heights 2018 Centennial

419

1950 Cover Letter for
Building Permit Application
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